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Dear Father
Ever remember oh dear father
Cradled in your hands was once your only daughter
Your eyes were sad, your voice have shook
Glint of love did shone in your first look
Things changed the very moment of my life
Your features changed, boring like a knife
I looked toward you with doubt and hope
Clutched your dear hand for support
I had come in the world knowing not
What misfortune with me I brought
Life hold realities for me
To know and learn and to see
To eat my food I had to wait
It was one of my assigned fate
I waited till me brothers were done
I sat there hungry, sometimes having none
I worked in the house when my brothers played
I never mentioned but oh father I was sad
I gazed towards them misty eyed
It was when night came, I cried
Doing chores and fetching water
I ran about obeying each order
Days have passed, much in vain
Until one day when I was ten
Exhausted in the field work of all day
I wished to rest and there I lay
Tired I was, my eyes had closed
Not having known what fate they hold
Awoke at once when I felt being dragged
I saw you and for mercy I begged
Seized I was in your hands
I was a sinner, I slept on open lands
The hands that cradled me once before
To me, they belonged to you no more
My heart stopped just at the time
And I was killed for an unknown crime
Khalida Brohi
(Inspired by the murder in the name of honour of a of a minor girl of Sindh by her father)

      Introduction:
Violence against women lives in many faces and forms and it varies from one society and culture to another. It is the most pervasive yet least recognized human right abuse in the world.
Women in Pakistan are subjected to all forms of violence against women and even its most extreme form called Karo Kari (Honour Killing).The practice of karo kari is known to occur in many parts of the country, where women are killed under the slightest suspicion of immorality. 
“In Pakistan, when a man takes the life of a women and claims that he did so because she was guilty of immoral sexual conduct it is called an hounor killing, not murder. The killing of the adulterous female----and sometimes, and not always, of a man named as her illicit partner-----is intended  to erase shame, restore honour, and enforce a social code that defines and controls women’s lives. Thus houour killing is also a term that is advanced—and often accepted by the community and the states judicial system--- as an acceptable motive and a legitimate defense for murder”

Official data recently published by the Pakistani senate shows that more than 4000 people have died in the past six years . The UN reports that more than 1,000 women are killed in Pakistan in the name of 'honor' every year. According to the latest survey in year 2007 1,317 women in Pakistan were killed in the name of honor, about thousands which are not registered.
In the dawn of the 20th Century when the world is taking a turn in modernization, there are still women who fear day and night they might be killed on no basis at all. Women live in the shadow of weapons to there heads, they are slaves to there own households. People are free to decide whom to kill and when, and find even the late service of dinner a reason to thrash the women with axes. 
Participatory Development Initiatives has been actively engaged in documentation
 and assembling of cases and reports on honour killing and compiles them in this study which is a slight glance at the crime in the light of Pakistani Laws. 
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                                                   (Courtesy to Daily Kawish)

Miran was killed by her son with a bullet shot on 19 august 2008. Ali Gul Narejo killes his mother and 55 year old Bhai khan narejo in the name of honor declaring them as karo kari. 

It was later found out that Miran was the step mother of Ali Gul whom his father has married after his first wifes death. She was mother of two children. 

Ali Gul Nariego has waited for an addiquate time to kill his mother and the person whom he thought was the sinner with her. And as his father left the village to go visit someone from outside he used kelashoncove to kill his mother and Bhai Khan at his home where he was asleep. 

No cases have been registered or further action taken. 
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                                   (Courtesy of Daily Kawish)

“Bashir Shaikh does not agree with something his sister says but  the 16 year old sister argues and they end up in a quarrel which settles by both of them not talking to each other. 

Bashir is queite raged having to be argued with from a woman and a month later that is August 2008 he kills the girl with an axe declaring her kari with someone from the village. 

“I m not ashamed at what I did, she is a sinner and that’s what was supposed to be meant for her” Bashirjatoi of Pir Jo Goth Village says proudly after being arrested”. 
“One, Mr. Sher Dil Jatoi, 62 years old, killed his second wife in an honour killing for allegedly having an illicit relationship with a person named Mr. Shahoo Jatoi. The honour killing occurred in August 2008. Based on this case, Mr. Mir Hassan Jatoi, one of the chiefs of Jatoi tribe, a powerful tribe in the area held a 'Jirga', a court which has been declared as illegal and unconstitutional by the Supreme Court, at Lucky Ghulam Shah, Shikarpur district, Sindh province on October 20, 2008 in order to make a decision on the murder case. 

Several elites of the Jatoi tribe who have remained in power in both the military and civilian governments took part in the Jirga. The decision said Sher Dil Jatoi was the victim of honour and innocent in killing his second wife. It further said, "as Shahoo Jatoi developed the illicit relationship with the wife of Sher Dil Jatoi, Sher Dil had the right to murder his wife. Shahoo Jatoi was order to compensate Sher Dil by handing over his three minor daughers". Since Shahoo has only one girl, a 10-year-old daughter, the Jirga decided that the brothers Mr. Miro Jatoi and Mr. Khanan Jatoi should give their daughters of ages between 13 and 11 years to Sher Dil. Besides, it also ordered Shahoo's family to deliver 20 buffaloes, costing more than 100,000 rupees (around USD 1,400) each, as a fine for having the relationship. 

When this incident took place, the people in the area were resentful and pressured the police to arrest him as he was known as a habitual killer of his wives. Due to the pressure, the police arrested and kept him in the police custody but released him after 15 days as the people's feelings settled down after his arrest”. 



“In 2007, Yasin Shar declared his wife Subhan Khatoon kari (sinner) with Chakar Shar and sent her to her parents and since then both the groups were daggers drawn over the issue and on Friday a Jirga was held toresolve the issue.
The jirga was held September 2008 in Khanpur Mahar to resolve the one-year old karo-kari dispute between Chakar Shar of Khanpur Mahar and Yasin Shar of Khuharo Village near Ghotki. The jirga, after hearing both the parties, came to the conclusion that Chakar Shar had illicit affair with Subhan Khatoon wife of Yasin Shar. It slapped a fine of Rs 40,000 ($US 527) on Chakar and regulated him to marry his cousin irbul Shar's seven-year-old daughter Guddi to Nadoo Shar, 50, who is father of Yasin Shar. Chakar does not have a girl child.
However, the family of the girl has refused to accept the verdict on the ground that she is too young to be married at this age. Later, talking to media, Yar Mohammad Shar, brother of Guddi Shar, termed the decision of Jirga as atrocious and revealed that the elder, who presided over the Jirga, was pressuring them to accept the verdict, but they would never accept it”.
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                                                    (courtesy to Daily Kawish)

“Falak sher kills Ruskhsana of a small village in Sindh on 24th September 2008 declaring her kari. They were both married to each other a year ago and are parents of an infant girl. 

Falak sher suddenly assumes that his wife is engaged in illicit relationship with another man of the village and on the night of 24th he beats her and kills her with electric shocks opening the wires at her. 

He later tells the family that Rukhsana was dead because she accidently had an electric shock with open wires when washing cloths. He repeats the same story for police. 

No action has been carried out on this yet”. 
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                                                      (Courtesy to Daily Kawish)

“One Wahid Bux of village Allah Bux Solangi has a months old lands dispute with the wadero( community leader) but having an unarguable power of wadero in front of him he does not finds a way to avenge him. 

Soon he comes up with a clean plan to take revenge with the wadero and decides to kill his both wives and would declare them having illicit relations with the wadero. 

On 16th of August 2008 he approaches the two of his wives in the dawn of the morning and shoots them when they are still asleep. 

He then with the help of the brothers of his wife throws the body of one down into the river and when they are just down to throwing the other body into they water, villagers approach them and Wahid Bux fleds from the scene”. 

History of honor crimes in Pakistan:

Pakistan is a country who’s societies still run on tribal and feudal system and the majority of the population lives under rural and feudal control. In feudal system, there is no education; no freedom and women are treated like slaves or prisoners in the households making violence against women in these societies very common. 
Some tribal societies consider women as the source of all evils and men are not mentioned in any evil doing. There is a famous proverb, used and believed so universally, in such societies, "Zan, Zar, Zameen" (Woman, Money, Land) being the source of everything evil.  This is a sound wisdom in these cultures. This is used, not as a source of learning but as a tool to put blame on the women and not on the men in case of any undesirable behavior on part of the men. In such societies, women's personality is determined by the man's wishes. If she is non-compliant, and rebellious, she is punished through beatings, isolation, virtual imprisonment and even murdered.
This treatment as the property of women has led her to submission, to serve as a commodity and to sacrifice herself for the sake of values determined by man. When there used to be disputes between tribes, goats, sheep and women were traded for reconciliation. Marriages, for political and tribal peace were common. Similar practices are still ongoing and many families do not allow their women to marry in case someone out of the family would share their ancestral lands. 
These restrictions are applied to control women from inheriting land, property and precluding their offspring's, from another man, to inherit the family land and influence. She is beaten and killed, for the sake of man's ethics and man-made values. 
‘Honour’ killings are carried out by men who assume that their wives, daughters or sisters have in some way contravened norms relating to the behavior of women thereby damaging a man’s ‘honour’. Often the grounds for such assumptions can be very flimsy and amount to nothing more than a suspicion about a woman’s fidelity; but men are also known to have felt shamed if ‘their’ women seek divorce or become the victims of rape. 
Men in Pakistani society have virtually no other means of undoing a perceived infringement of ‘honour’ than to kill the women assumed to be guilty of it. Social pressures to eliminate the ‘offending’ woman are great and men who would rather ignore rumors of infringement of ‘honour’ are themselves considered dishonourable. Women, too, have to some extent internalized norms of ‘honour’ and are known to have approved of or assisted in killings of other women in the context of ‘honour’
.
The origin of honour killing in Pakistan can be traced to the pre-Islamic, Tribal Culture of Baluchistan and the northwest Frontier. Migrating tribes from Balochistan carried their tribal code across the border into upper Sindh and southern Punjab where the practice of honour killing, rooted in the ancient custom, continues to this day. While in Punjab the practice was limited to the relatively small region of baluch settlement---such as the districts of Rahimyar Khan, Rajanpur, Dera Ghazi Khan among the Derajat---along the Baluchistan border, honour killing became an integral element in lineage to baluch tribes. This in Sindh where the are of baluch settlement was mu h larger, honour killings commonly occur in an arc stretching along the border of with Baluchistan that includes districts such as Larkana, jacob Abad, Shikarpur, Sukkar, Daddu and Badin
. 

Women in Pakistan live in fear. They face death by shooting, burning or killing with axes if they are deemed to have brought shame on the family. They are killed for supposed ‘illicit’ relationships, for marrying men of their choice, for divorcing abusive husbands. They are even murdered by their kin if they are raped as they are thereby deemed to have brought shame on their family. The truth of the suspicion does not matter -- merely the allegation is enough to bring dishonour on the family and therefore justifies the slaying
.

The methods of honour killings vary. In Sindh, a kari (literally a ‘black woman’) and a karo (‘a black man’) are hacked to pieces by axe and hatchets, often with the complicity of the community. In Punjab, (Siahkari) the killings, usually by shooting, are more often based on individual decisions and carried out in private. In most cases, husbands, fathers or brothers of the woman concerned commit the killings. In some cases, jirgas (tribal councils) decide that the woman should be killed and send men to carry out the deed.

A man’s honour, defiled by a woman’s alleged or real sexual misdemeanor or other defiance, is only partly restored by killing her. He also has to kill the man allegedly involved. Since a kari is murdered first, the karo often hears about it and flees.

However Honour killing has always been the extreme form of violence against women, where she is killed when even a man says he has dreamt his wife to have illicit relations with another man and it isn’t a wife that is always victim to these kinds of killings, Honour killing having not to have known boundries snatches the lives of even 9 year old girls or even younger. 

Women are killed choosing a marriage partner for themselves, they are killed seeking divorce from a barbaric man,  killed when even raped, they are killed when they don’t do any thing at all…….
The frequency of karo-kari killings and the unexpectedness with which women are targeted contributes to an atmosphere of fear among young women. The poet Attiya Dawood quoted a pubescent girl in a small Sindhi village: “My brother’s eyes forever follow me. My father’s gaze guards me all the time, stern, angry... We stand accused and condemned to be declared kari and murdered.”

“April 8, 2004 – (Feminist Daily News Wire) A young woman from the Sindh Province of Pakistan has appealed to Pakistan’s President Musharraf for protection from being killed in the name of "honor." According to IRIN News, Rozina Ujjar was divorced by her husband for standing outside of her house at the same time that a 15-year-old boy passed by. After her husband divorced her a local assembly of tribal leaders declared that the woman was “kari” (subject to honor killing)”
Major Causes / Motives behind Karo Kari Cases in Sindh 
Previously carried out after witnessing the woman and man in compromising situation, or with the availability of valid proof, karo kari tradition has witnessed many changes as the parochial family system, tribal culture and the commodification of women have became stronger with the passage of time. 
According to different studies conducted during recent years, by UNICEF, Shirkatgah, Auraf Foundation, Actionaid Pakistan etc as well as the field observations and interviews for this study, at present valid proof’ has very little place in the karo Kari killings. The field study conducted in this regard brought the fact on the surface that mostly karo Kari killings are carried out on the following main grounds: 
•    In the past karo-kari cases usually occurred after the male family members witnessed the woman and her lover in compromising condition. Killing on the basis of only suspicion was usually avoided. Presently, though in many cases the women are killed on the suspicion or with other motive giving it the name of Kari. However, still in some cases, killing of women and men takes place after witnessing them in compromising condition. This is done usually for the sake of two factors i.e. to satisfy ones so-called own conscience that the woman was killed not without her crime and to strengthen the case of killing in honor before law enforcing agencies and the local sardars. Because the case of killer strengthens when police reach on the spot after the killing and sees the half- naked bodies of the woman and lovers close / stuck to each other. However, in some cases woman is killed on the bases of suspicion, the alleged lover of the woman is brought at the same place with any other excuse, and he is killed at the same place in a bid to show the so-called genuineness of the case. 
•    Taunting, named as ‘taano’ in Sindhi language often results in the killing of women in the name of karo Kari. A relative, any member of the tribe or even any other villager can taunt the men. Sometimes the families having unpleasant relations also taunt each other with regard to the behavior of their women only to settle their scores. The taano would be very subtle but for any man it would be enough to declare war on the culprits ( Nafisa Shah, 1998) . 

Taano can be thrown up at the face of any person about his woman family member. In some cases taano can be aired in katchari, about any person who may not be present in that katchari. When such allegations travel to the airs of the male family members, they feel their honor threatened, and become ready to kill their woman. 

•   Element of suspicion is also one of the main factors behind the karo Kari killings. Interestingly, once the atmosphere of suspicion develops then it increases with the passage of time. Insignificant things can be the bases for such suspicion. During different interviews for this study about 10 main activities of the women emerged as the bases of suspicion for the male. Male usually suspects the women of having bad character on: 

1. Women’s frequently standing near the door 

2. Frequently looking/peeping from the door. 

3. Looking/peeping from the window 

4. Talking with a person who is not a close relative 

5. Praising any male except husband, brother or father 

6. Frequent visits of any male from outside family to the house 

7. Frequent standing of any male near the house 

8. Women doing makeup without any special even i.e. Eid or wedding in the locality. 

9. Preparing any embroidery i.e. topi (cap) or shaall by woman for any male outside family without remuneration. 

10. Praise of a woman of the family by a man outside the family 

· Expressing a desire to choose a spouse and marrying a partner of one's choice are seen as major acts of defiance in tribal society of Sindh where fathers arrange most marriages. Such desires or acts are seen to damage the honor of the family, whose male consider it only their prerogative to negotiate the marriages of their girls. The desire or act of women to marry any person without family’s consent also usually results in declaring the women as Kari by the family( AI, 1999) . 

•     Petty quarrels on any matter usually end up in killing of one person at the hands of other. The killer would spare no time in axing his wife, daughter, or even mother to death declaring her Kari with the male earlier killed by him to strengthen his position in the incident and to save him from severe punishment. Some times even woman is killed by her husband or any other relative on any other quarrel except karo Kari. For example the male returning from fields, some times hungry, becomes outrageous if he finds no meals prepared. In such situation male usually hits the woman with whatever becomes handy i.e. iron rod, etc. As the woman is killed the male then usually stages drama of karo Kari to save his skin from severe punishment of murder case as well as from the compensation to be paid to the parents of the woman. 

•     People in a bid to take benefit from the tradition of Karo Kari declare the well off people as Karo with one of their women family members and demand compensation after killing the women. In fact the basic reason behind such killing happed to be to receive a financial benefit from the wealthy people. 

•     In many cases, if one is dejected of his wife and wants to marry another woman but cannot afford to ‘purchase’ the same; he would simply kill his wife, declaring her Kari with any one. He would hurl death threats to so-called Karo, to compel him to come to terms and pay compensation. 

•     Karo Kari cases do occur on the bases of old rivalry. In case if some one has enmity with another person but he is unable to take revenge directly, he would kill the same person on the allegations of being Karo with any woman of his family. By doing so he would be beneficial in many ways: It would save him from the direct murder case. He would face no retaliation from the aggrieved party because in the tribal society as the family of a person killed by being declared Karo never retaliates. It would also save him from any kind of compensation even if the killing case goes to Jirga. 
(Source: Participatory Development Initiatives: PDI Study on Tribal System and Honour Killing) 

State Laws and Honour Killing:
 (Sudden and Grave Provocation: 

These Legal Provisions were introduced under British criminal law, Section 304(1): The Penal Code state that in order to invoke his exemption: the provocation shall be grave and sudden; due to the gravity and suddenness of the provocation the accused should have been deprived of he power of self control; provocation must not have been sought by the accused himself nor should it be a voluntary provocation; provocation received by anything done in obedience to law or by a public servant in lawful exercise of his power, will be no defense; provocation caused by another in lawful exercise of is right of private defense, will also be no defense to the charge. 

This clause of "grave and sudden provocation" which was often used in cases of honor killings to skirt convictions for premeditated murder has resulted that the acquittal ratio has been more than 80 percent in recent cases of honor killings.
(Hudood Ordinance:

The Hudood Ordinance was a law in Pakistan that was enacted in 1979 as part of then military ruler Zia-ul-Haq's Islamization process, and replaced/revised in 2006 by the Women's Protection Bill.

The Hudood Law was intended to implement Islamic Shari'a law, by enforcing punishments mentioned in the Quran and sunnah for Zina (extramarital sex), Qazf (false accusation of zina), Offence Against Property (theft), and Prohibition (the drinking of alcohol).
According to the provisions of zina(enforcement of hadd)ordinance, 1997 a woman’s testimony as a witness is not at par with that of a mans. While in certain condition relating to financial matters women alone cannot attest a contract and attestation of at least one man is obligatory, in other matters (zina,. Rape, theft) which involves the imposition of the maximum or had punishment as prescribed under these laws, her evidence cannot be the basis of had sentence, which can only be imposed on the basis of male witnesses or a confession before a competent court. 

The ordinance has been criticized as leading to "hundreds of incidents where a woman subjected to rape, or even gang rape, was eventually accused of Zina" and incarcerated, and defended as punishment ordained by God and victim of "extremely unjust propaganda".
The Hudood Ordinances, enacted by military ruler Zia ul-Haq in 1979, criminalize adultery and non-marital consensual sex. They also made a rape victim liable to prosecution for adultery if she cannot produce four male witnesses to the assault.

(Qisas and Diyat Ordinance: 
The offence for which the death penalty is most frequently imposed in Pakistan is murder. Those sections of the Pakistan Penal Code which relate to the offences of murder and manslaughter were replaced in 1990 by the Qisas and Diyat Ordinance which redefines the offence and its punishment in Islamic terms. Under Islamic law, the punishment for murder, homicide or infliction of injury can either be in the form of qisas (equal punishment for the crime committed) or diyat (compensation payable to the victims or their legal heirs)

Most honour killings are usually committed by close relatives - father, brother, son, or husband of the woman. According to the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, the persons accused of honour killings between 1998 and 2002 involved 462 persons who were brothers, 395 persons who were husbands, 217 persons who were relatives, 103 persons who were fathers, 60 persons who were involved, 58 persons who were sons and 44 unknown persons. Often, the victims are the most vulnerable members of the family or community. In either case, if and when the case reaches a court of law, the victim's family may 'pardon' the murderer (who may well be one of them), or be pressurized to accept diyat ('blood-money') as compensation. The murderer then goes free. Impunity has been the single most important factor encouraging honour killings. re-promulgated
Amnesty International has received reports that at least 55 persons were sentenced to death in Pakistan in 1994, 48 of these for murder under the Qisas and Diyat Ordinance. This was a significant decline compared to 1993 when 176 people were reportedly sentenced to death, mostly for murder. In 1993 six people were reportedly hanged in jails in Punjab while in 1994 only one execution was known to have been carried out.
(Criminal Law 2004:

The Pakistan government adopted the Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill 2004 against “honour killings” on 26 October 2004 in the National Assembly and without any debate amidst opposition walkout. While the Bill has for the first time officially acknowledged the existence of this barbaric practice of honour killings, it is far from addressing the real issue of impunity which encourages the practice. Just when the bill was being presented in the National Assembly, enraged villagers in the hinterland of rural Punjab tied two persons to the railway track for marrying against the will of the family elders and were crushed under the wheels of a speeding train.
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2004 and its provisions:

The statement of objects and reasons of the Bill states that the "issue of honour-killing and other honour crimes committed in the name of 'karo-kari, siyah-kari and similar other customs has always been a matter of concern of human rights organizations and the public which has assumed more significance in the recent years". 

The Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2004 which proposes amendments of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC), 1860 enhances punishment for the offence of murders carried out in the name of honour. However, the word 'honour killing' has been replaced with 'honour crime' to make it mild and acceptable to various sections of the society. 

Under amended Section 299, Act XLY of 1860 PPC, 'honour crime' will mean an offence committed in the name of 'Ghairat' or honour or for "vindication of Ghairat or honour and includes honour killing and the offence committed on the pretext of karo-kari, siyah-kari or similar other customs". In clause 'm' it seeks to add at the end the words 'other than the person who has murdered the victim'. 

Under amended section 302, Act XLY of 1860, honour crimes carry a maximum imprisonment of 25 years and not less than 10 years for the offence. Amended Sections 310 and 331 of the PPC prohibit giving a girl in marriage as 'badla-i-sullah' (give a girl to end a rival)and any offence under these sections carries maximum punishment of 14 years imprisonment and a minimum of not less than seven years of imprisonment. 

Amendment to section 324 seeks to include the hurting of a victim as an honour crime. Similarly 'Ta'zir' shall not be less than one-third of the maximum imprisonment provided for the hurt caused and shall not be less than half of such imprisonment term if the hurt caused relates to honour crime. 

The Bill further provides that for investigation of an offence under section 295-C of PPC for blasphemy, no officer below the rank of superintendent of police (SP) will be eligible. An amendment to section 56B envisaged that no police officer below the rank of Superintendent of Police shall investigate the case of a woman accused of the offence of adultery. 

Qisas and Diyat Law prevails:

The Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill 2004 against 'honour killings', however, did not address the real issue of waiver or compounding in which the perpetrators were given the advantage of seeking forgiveness from the heir of the victim. The major flaw in the Qisas and Diyat law, which covers all offences against the human body, is that it makes such offenses compoundable (open to compromise as a private matter between two parties) by providing for qisas (retribution) or diyat (blood-money). The heirs of the victim can forgive the murderer in the name of God without receiving any compensation or diyat (Section 309), or compromise after receiving diyat (Section 310). 
As the Criminal Law Amendment Bill does not address the issue of waiving and compounding, the perpetrators will continue to be able to escape punishment.
(Women Protection Bill: 
The Women's Protection Bill was passed by the National Assembly of Pakistan on 15 November 2006 is an attempt to amend the heavily criticized Hudood Ordinance laws which govern the punishment for rape and adultery in Pakistan.
The new Women's Protection Bill brings rape under the Pakistan Penal Code, which is based on civil law, not Sharia (Islamic law). The Bill removes the right of police to detain people suspected of having sex outside of marriage, instead requiring a formal accusation in court. Under the changes, adultery and non-marital consensual sex is still an offence but now judges would be allowed to try rape cases in criminal rather than Islamic courts. That does away with the need for the four witnesses and allows convictions to be made on the basis of forensic and circumstantial evidence.

The amendments change the punishment for someone convicted of having consensual sex outside marriage to imprisonment of up to five years and a fine of Rs10,000. Rape would be punishable with 10 to 25 years of imprisonment but with death or life imprisonment if committed by two or more persons together, while adultery would remain under the Hudood ordinance and is punishable with stoning to death. It is the change in the punishment for fornication and rape which is the major source of controversy.
President Pervez Musharraf with the Womens Protection Bill made honor killing an explicit criminal act punishable by death.


Women’s Protection Act does five main things: 

1) Zina Ordinance limited to cover only hadd punishments, not tazir (i.e. that under man-made law punishments) 

i.e. Hudood Ordinance will no longer provide any tazir punishment for fornication 

if a person cannot meet evidentiary requirements of hadd punishment (i.e. four eyewitnesses) then accused will be set free 

2) Zina Ordinance limited to exclude all those punishments not specified in the Quran itself 

i.e. no punishment in Quran specified for crime of rape 

rape therefore now defined as a crime under Pakistan Penal Code (just like murder and theft) 

3) All crimes whose punishment is not specified by the Quran itself now covered by the Pakistan Penal Code 

Means these crimes can be tried under the normal criminal laws, subject to normal rules of procedure and evidence 

4)Procedural safeguards introduced to protect women 

In order to lodge complaint, complainant must take four eye-witnesses to a sessions judge 

Judge must ensure that witnesses meet Islamic standards of moral probity 

If Judge believes that prima facie case is made out, then he issues a summons (not a warrant) 

If Judge does not believe the complainant, then the complainant and all four alleged witnesses can be punished with a sentence of 80 lashes for making a false accusation of zina 

The term confession has now been defined to mean an actual confession in court before a judge.

5) Zina defined as a “bailable” crime 

Bailable means bailable as of right 

In practical terms, unless convicted, no woman will spend time in jail on zina charges 

What the Bill does not do 

• The Bill does not change the hadd punishment for Zina 
• The Bill does not change the hadd punishment for any Qazf 
• The Bill does not change the Quranic punishment for any crime 

It is common ground between religious scholars from all schools that there is no punishment specified in the Quran for rape 
Thus, the only punishment for rape is tazir punishment (i.e. that under man-made law) 
The urdu translation of the Pakistan Penal Code is “taziraat e Pakistan” 
“Tazir” is a generic word, not a word specific to Islamic law 


Customary Laws and Social Values: 
Cases of violence against women in Sindh, especially Karo Kari cases are increasing with each and every passing day, month and year. There is a common perception that one of the main causes of increase in such cases are the tribal jirgas, which through their rules, regulations, codes and verdicts encourage such cases.
 Although, there might be many causes and reasons behind the ever-increasing trend of violence against women in our society, including lack of awareness, education etc, However, there is a common perception held by the civil society that tribal jirgas are the main and basic causes of increase in the cases of violence against women including the cases of honour killing in Sindh province.

The Jirga is a traditional system of justice, which is actively practiced in Balochistan, NWFP, as well as districts of Sindh bordering with Balochistan as to settle legal cases and disputes. The system, which was in practice since the British rule, was modified under the Special Provision Ordinance (Criminal Provisions 11) of 1968. Besides dispensing justice and dealing with judicial cases, the Jirga also covers all important aspects of economic, political, and social life of tribal society (Shah Mahmood Ali, 1997).
 Before the tribal jirga an honour killing is not a crime but a legitimate action, seen as the appropriate punishment for those who contravene the honour code. The man who kills for reasons of honor becomes ghairatmand [possessing honour] and is morally and legally supported by the Jirga (AI, 1999) . This code of jirga is completely opposed to the legal provisions, which declare the killing of any person by any one, with any motive as a crime and the killer, according to the law has to face the justice/ punishment.
In the cases of karo Kari the logic of tribal tradition turns conceptions of victim and

perpetrator. Women who are killed or flee a killing are not victims but the guilty party in the tribal setting. The man to whom woman, whether a wife, sister or daughter, 'belongs', has to kill to restore his honour. He is considered the victim as he has suffered loss, first to his honour and then of the woman whom he has to kill. Consequently, he is the aggrieved person with whom the sympathies in tribal settings lie, not the possibly innocent woman he killed. A man whose honour has been damaged must publicly demonstrate his power to safeguard it by killing those who damaged it and thereby

restore it (Nafisa Shah, 1998, AI, 1999). This tribal rule is also opposed to the law of the land, which declares the killer, who has killed anyone on whatever motives as culprit as those killed and their families as the victims.
In contrast to the formal justice system where the aggrieved files a report with the police against the accused, in the jirga system the alleged accused or the guilty individual, family or tribe has to ask for the tribal jirga. This reversal is in keeping with what is being sought in each system. In the formal court system, the aggrieved is asking either for compensation for damages inflicted and / or punishment of the party proven guilty. In the settlement system of tribal jirga the guilty party is trying to counter the aggrieved party’s wish to either take revenge in which case the latter can either agree to the tribal jirga request or refuse such a request.
While taking decision about a serious allegation against any women, the tribal jirgas give no right to the accused women to appear before the jirga and clear her position. Decision about her is taken on the statements of her father, brother or other relatives and the same statements are considered as last word. This is opposed to the procedures of formal courts, where the accused is presented and her/ his statement is recorded.

Despite abolition of Jirga system and official ban on holding jirgas are frequently held in various parts of Sindh by Sardars often under official patronage and protocol. Jirgas in Sindh are usually held in the government -owned circuit houses. Even high-level administrative officials including Police officers attend these jirgas. As such, these jirgas receive official authority and recognition.
In May 2008  a Jirga, was held against a girl of 17 years in which she was declared her as Kari (having had an illicit relationship with someone). This was done, according to the tribal traditions, to justify her earlier murder by members of her own family. The Jirga was held at Hajna Shah Goth, Ahmedpur, Pir jo Goth, Khairpur Mirs District under the chairmanship of Mr. Sain Allad Dad Solangi, the head of the Solangi tribe of Sindh province.

According to the information, received only recently, after a land dispute, Ms. Taslim Solangi, age 17, was pressured to ask her parents to hand over all their property, including six acres of cultivated land and cattle farms to her uncle. On her refusal the perpetrators abducted her father, Gul Sher and detained him at his younger brother’s house. 

At the same location on March 7, 2008, Taslim was subjected to the cruellest possible ordeal. She was made to run before a pack of dogs that bit at her legs until, exhausted, she fell to the ground where they continued to maul her. She was subsequently shot by Zameer Solangi in the presence of her father in order to intimidate him. Also present were Mr. Karim Bux, who is also an uncle of the girl and a councillor in local bodies. It was due to the influence of these persons that the police took no action in the killing and land dispute. Later, in May Mr. Karim arranged a jirga in order to justify the killing and obtain impunity for all his brothers. The Jirga was conducted by Mr. Sain Allah Dad, a powerful land lord of the Pir Jo Goth. Furthermore, Mr. Abdul Qayum, a wealthy person of the area, was fined Rs. 400,000/= and threatened by the killers and the elders of the tribe to confess to the crime of having had an illicit relationship with Tasleem. He was threatened with death if he refused to do so.

In the absence of rule of law and a proper prosecution system the powerful people, who are at the same time representatives of people at different levels, are enjoying impunity and using their power against a very marginal section of the society. The family of Gul Sher has left their house and village and all his property is under the control of killers. However, the police and people’s representatives have taken no action in their support. The powerful people know that police and law can be purchased at any price so they enjoy the weaknesses of authorities. 



Pakistan is a signatory to the following International Declarations and Conventions:
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(Equal Remuneration Convention
(Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention
(Forward-Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women
(Convention on the Rights of the Child
(Vienna Declaration, and

(Convention for the Elimination of All forms of Discriminated Against Women.

Honor Crimes in Pakistan Today: 
For years, women in Pakistan have been denied the enjoyment of a whole range of rights - economic, social, civil and political. Women are denied not only the right to education, but also the right to decide matters relating to their marriage and divorce. Those denied these rights are more likely to be deprived of the right to legal redress. Often abuses are compounded: poor girls and women are trafficked and subject to forced marriage, forced prostitution or exploitative work situations such as bonded labor. These deprivations are manifestations of discrimination against women and girls in Pakistan.

Domestic violence and physical abuse, which includes rape, acid throwing, burning, and “honor” killings is still widespread in Pakistan. Acid-throwing is on the increase. The government has done little to restrict the sale of acid or to punish those who use it to injure women. “Honor” killings continue to be reported daily. Pakistan is also both a country of origin and a transit country for the trafficking of women for domestic labor, forced marriage and prostitution. This form of slavery is organized by crime networks that span South Asia. Some women, both local and trafficked, are killed if they refuse to earn money in prostitution. Forced marriage of young girls continues to be reported and while slavery is illegal in Pakistan, girls and women continue to be traded to settle debts or conflicts. The open sale of girls and women in markets is reported in underdeveloped areas such as parts of Balochistan.

Physical abuse of women in custody continues to be rife in Pakistan. Despite promises of police reform, police continue to use torture to intimidate, harass and humiliate detainees to extract money or information. 

Despite of the fact that the Government of Pakistan has actively been involved in policy making and law-setting for the rights of women but it still fails to provide adequate protection for women against abuses in the custody of the state and in the family and community. In fact, the number of victims of violence appears to have risen. 
There is a paucity of legal remedies for women fleeing honor killing and other domestic violence, a lack of safe houses for women, or even couples at risk, an absence of reliable mediation mechanisms to interceded with parents who do not understand or accept women’s rights to freedom of choice in marriage, and an absence of reliable and prompt protection by the state. 

Majority of Pakistani Courts are still following the first ever law of “Grave and Sudden Provocation” throughout Pakistan. About all the cases go through the Qisas and Diyat Law.

HRCP’s statistics on 'honour' killings show that they have been increasing, in spite of the 2005 legislation.In 2007, there were 636  'honour' killings, of which 61 victims were under 18. In 2006, the number was 271. So far this year, HRCP has recorded 283.

"Many more cases go unreported. Almost all go unpunished," said AHRC.

Civil society in Pakistan has intensified the campaign against honour killings demanding modifications in the Islamic law. NGOs feel that such heinous acts and steady extension of death penalty has contributed to the growing brutalisation of society.
“On July 13 2008, five women were kidnapped by armed men objecting to three of them - Fauzia, 20, and two unnamed schoolchildren between 16 and 18 - wanting to marry men of their own choosing, according to the Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC).

In defiance of Umrani tribal elders in the village of Babakot, the young women, accompanied by a mother of one of the teenagers and an aunt of Fauzia, were abducted as they were preparing to leave to get married at a court in Usta Mohammad, a city 80 km away.

The men forced them into a jeep with Balochistan government number plates. They were driven to a remote area where the three young women were allegedly beaten and shot.

They were still breathing when the men "hurled them into a wide ditch and covered them with earth and stones".

The two married female relatives who tried to intervene were also pushed into the ditch and all five were buried alive, according to AHRC.
During Pakistan’s Senate meeting last week, an opposition senator, Yasmeen Shah, accused the government of turning a blind eye to the honor killings and then trying to cover them up, Shah was interrupted by a Baluchistan senator, Israr Ullah Zehri, who defended honor killings as "our norms" and said they should "not be highlighted negatively."

"These are centuries-old traditions and I will continue to defend them," Zehri added Zehri also asked members not to politicize the issue.

In the end, however, the government moved to support a Senate resolution condemning the killings and seeking justice. And as of last week, police have arrested three people, including relatives, who may have been involved in the murders.”
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Suggested Measures Taken: 

· Awareness raising programs should be introduced in the country to educate every one that is men, women, children of equal rights of women. These campaigns should be through media, in schools, colleges, Peer to Peer, with Policy Makers and with local people in towns and village. 
· Public Awareness raising programs on domestic violence should be carried out involving more of local women to speak up for their rights.

· Women Capacity Building programs be introduced through out the country to allow women with more power and a feeling of self worth. Engaging them in skill developing programs will not only enhance their capabilities but also make them more confident towards making change for themselves. 

· Advocacy programs to be initiated to abolish Qisas and Diyat law. 

· Media Sensitization Programs should be introduced to let all kinds of media be trained on Gender aspects. These can include, workshops and trainings. 

· Publications in local and national languages be published on rights of women and against negative aspects of tribal customs, local language translation of women’s laws and CEDAW documents be published for a better understanding of local people. 

· Women education campaign should be promoted to ensure an educated society, campaigns to promote primary and secondary education of girls should be initiated. 

· Young people awareness programs should be initiated to build future change makers of the active resource of the society. Youth to be involved through coalition building and advocacy programs. 
· Core networks of Civil Society be initiated to ensure a sustainable and collaborative action for women’s rights in Pakistan. 

· More shelter homes be built through out Pakistan for women seeking protection.
· A ban of Tribal Jirgas be ordered by the Government and strictly implemented upon.
	Glossary of Local Terms 
	

	Chadar and Chardivari 
	Phrase associated with woman signifies that her place is inside the four walls of home and, if she must go out she has to be wrapped from head to foot 


	Challan 
	The police’s prosecution brief 


	Darul aman 
	Literally home for safety. Institutions set up or supported by government for shelter of women needing temporary sanctuary or protection 


	Diyat 
	The blood money in return for which the next of kin of a murdered man may agree to forgive the killer 


	Hadd: plural hudood 
	Islamic punishment 


	Hujra 
	Retiring room of imam or any religious person 


	Karo kari 
	A feudal custom whereby couples found in, or more often merely suspected of adulterous relationship, are summarily done to death by the family members 


	Khula 
	Divorce in which the move for dissolution of marriage comes from wife’s side. 


	Mehr 
	The money the groom pledges to the bride at wedding as a token of his earnestness. 


	Mullah 
	Formerly an appellation for an Islamic scholar, now it often refers pejoratively to a semi-literate fanatical campaigner and pronouncer of the orthodox Islamic view 


	Pir 
	A religious figure who acquires a widening following of his own which looks up to him as a spiritual, and even a physical, healer, guide 


	Qisas 
	Punishment identical to the crime: eye for an eye, tooth for a 
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